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 During this holiday season, I’d like to give thanks and celebration for all of the hard work performed by students, teachers, 

and staff during the 2018-2019 academic year – and during this school year. Despite learning new curricula, students                  

performed so well and made academic progress last year that they were able to maintain a B for our School Performance 

Score (SPS).  This year – students are taking benchmark assessments to monitor their performance and adjust instruction to 

enhance student performance on end of year tests this year. 

SPS Growth in 2019 

K-8 Assessment Index  

Grew from 66.8 in 2018 to 68.3 in 2019 

The Assessment Index is measured by the number of students who earned mastery or advanced on the end of year tests.  

Students who earn advanced or mastery on their end of year tests receive a color “Success, Nothing Less” t-shirt at our                   

academic assembly in the beginning of the school year. An increase in assessment index means more students in grades K-

8 earned mastery or advanced on end of year tests in 2019 than in 2018.   

K-12 Progress Index       

Grew from 85.7 in 2018 to 96.6 in 2019                                                                                                                                                      

Progress is measured by the amount of academic growth students make in the academic year.  Students who meet or exceed 

their growth target, set by the state, receive a white “Success, Nothing Less” t-shirt during our academic rally at the                   

beginning of the school year.  An increase in progress index means more students in grades K-12 made academic progress 

in 2019 than in 2018.  Our growth was so significant that Grand Isle School was recognized as a Top Gains Honoree.   

ACT Index 

The ACT Index is measured by a students’ highest performance on either the ACT, a college entrance exam, or ACT 

WorkKeys, an exam that provides an advantage to job applicants who perform well.  The state accepts the higher of the 2 

scores to calculate our SPS.  An increase in score means more students performed better on either ACT or ACT WorkKeys 

in 2019 than in 2018.  Students who perform well in ACT or ACT WorkKeys are recognized at graduation and receive 

complimentary regalia to wear with their graduation gown.   

Benchmark Performance in the 2019-2020 academic year 

Students at each grade level take periodic benchmark assessments in each content area to monitor their progress toward 

achieving mastery or advanced on state tests.  In the elementary grades K-4, the following grades outperformed all other 

grades in: ELA - Kindergarten, Math – Kindergarten, Science – 3rd grade, and Social Studies – 3rd grade. 

In middle school:  ELA – 8th grade, Math – 8th grade, Science – 8th grade, and Social Studies – 5th grade.     

Please join me in celebrating the academic success of our students, teachers, and staff! As always, it is a pleasure to serve 

you and our students.                                                                                                                                                               

Enjoy this holiday season with family and friends; and continue to strive for “Success - Nothing Less.” 

Christine D. Templet, Ph.D. 

Principal, Grand Isle School 

 christine.templet@jpschools.org 



DECEMBER  EVENTS 

Dec. 2nd- 

Town Tree Lighting 6 PM 

Dec. 5, 6, & 7th- 

Hoops on the Isle  

basketball tournament 

Dec. 6th- 

Coffee/ PTC with Mrs. Templet 8 AM 

Dec. 11th- 

Faculty meeting 3 PM 

Dec. 12th- 

Grinch movie fun night 6 PM 

In the school gym  

Dec. 18th- 

SIT meeting 3 PM 

Dec. 19th & 20th- 

Early release days  

all students 

5th–12th grade release  

at 12:10 PM 

Pre-K-4th grade release  

at 12:20 PM 

 

Winter Break 

Dec. 23rd– Jan. 6th 

All students return on  

Tues.  Jan. 7, 2020 

 

 

 

Welcome Nathan Stanford to our school staff as one of 

our Special Education teachers. He is a southern boy born 

in New Orleans, lived in Mississippi and Georgia, before 

moving back to Louisiana. Nathan is married to Brandi 

who works at the Grand Isle Public Library and has 3 kids 

who all attend school here at Grand Isle. He has a                  

Bachelor’s degree in Journalism and a Master’s degree in 

Psychology and Counseling.  

As well as working at school, Nathan serves as Pastor of 

Grand Isle First Baptist Church. He enjoys learning and 

helping others. It makes him smile when he sees his           

children and other students at school being enthusiastic for 

education. 

Nathan enjoys reading, writing, coming up with new ideas 

and ways of doing things, and spending time with his    

family. He loves, loves, loves COFFEE! 

Interesting fact: Nathan was an extra in the Disney movie, 

Glory Road. His 3 seconds of fame will live on forever on 

Disney Plus. Welcome to our school family.  



Pictured above is our staff and volunteers that helped in our Fall Festival Haunted 

House. Despite the cold ,we had a great time and raised a lot of money for our teachers. 

Pictured below is Floyd Lasseigne, Mr. A, & Chris Santiny with the Caminada Redfish 

Rodeo,  Chief Laine, & Damon Landry for the GI police Department, and Buzzy                    

Besson & Leon Bradberry Jr. with GI Shipyard. They volunteered by making our                  

Jambalaya for the festival, in a friendly competition.  

We won’t say who won (GIS) and we thank you all for your time and support to our 

school. Thank everyone who came out in the cold to support our school! 



We had our Friendsgiving 

Thursday Nov. 14th for 

our Elementary students.                      

Volunteers made a                         

traditional Thanksgiving 

meal for them to enjoy. 

We had crafts, read 

books, and shared with 

the kids about                    

Thanksgiving and what it 

means. 

Thanks to all who joined 

us. 

Try to come next year 

 

You may see a pilgrim  

(Mrs. Angie Besson) 

Getting your Thanksgiving     

turkey  

(Mrs. Mel)                         

ready to eat! 



Pictured above in the top center is                                           

Noah Bradberry, Senior of 2020,  with fellow 

students from Jefferson Parish who serve on Dr. 

Brumley’s Superintendent’s Student Council.              

At their last meeting at Thomas Jefferson High 

one topic they talked about is the Vaping                      

epidemic that our kids are facing today. The 

council meets several times during the year to 

get a students opinion about policies and                     

procedures and current events happening in our 

world.                                                              

This is Noah’s second year serving on the                          

council.  

Thanks to all the classes that decorated trees at the 

Multiplex for the town tree lighting on  Dec. 2nd at 

6 PM. 

Pictured is Mrs. Jessica Besson’s  Kindergarten 

class tree . 

Hope to see everyone at the lighting!                                

What a way to kick off the Christmas season! 



SPORTS UPDATE 

 

The Month of November has been a very competitive and challenging time for the Trojans 

Cross Country Teams and Basketball Programs.  

The Trojans Cross Country teams traveled to Natchitoches at Northwestern University for the 

State Class C Championship.  

The competition was stiff and the Trojans ran very well, but were edged out by Hornbeck 

for the State Championship. The Trojans who placed were:  

Brandon McCurley 3rd   Logan Camardelle 10th   Howard Hartgrove 12th  Seth 

McCullough 14th   Tristin McCullough 19th  and Jacob Angeron and Zuk Borne were 

finishers.  

The Trojans claimed their 2nd Trophy in last 4 years with the “Finalist” in 2019 and                      

Championship in 2016. 

The girls Cross Country team finished in 6th Place at the meet. Londyn Resweber finished in 

the top ten for the state and the girls had their lowest point total.  

Our Trojan family is very proud of the competitive spirit and mental toughness the teams 

demonstrated to perform at a level that takes tremendous self– discipline and sacrifice to 

achieve success for themselves, the school, and the Grand Isle                                                      

community.  Go Trojans! 

Trojans boys basketball opened up the season with a exciting                                                                              

victory over Mt, Hermon both  Varsity and Junior Varsity. 

Brandon McCurley led the team by scoring 41 points, but the defensive transition              

during the final play by several players was the game changing shift in stopping Mt. 

Hermon and giving the Trojans a victory of 66-65. 

The JV boys team was in steady control and won the first game of the night 45-36. 

The Trojans followed the next Friday night and lost to ESA 44-40. The Trojans fell behind 

first half by 10, only to rally in the 2nd half and take the lead late. The Trojans missed on 

some opportunities late in the game and were not able to finish with a win despite a very 

good effort. 

Upcoming games include: 

12/3 VG/VB at Centerville      12/5,6,& 7  Hoops on the Isle 

12/10 VG at Buras                   12/13 VB vs. Houma Christian 

12/17 JV, VG, & VB vs. Covenant Catholic 

12/18,19, & 20  VB at  Hanson Memorial Classic     

 12/19 VG vs. South Plaquemine 



  

 
 Admission charge is five ($5) dollars per vehicle.  
 New displays this year include a Hot Wheels display, a Hello Kitty figure and new animal hanging 

ornaments along with old favorites like a lighted 60-foot Sea Serpent in the lagoon, a princess and her 
magical castle and the gingerbread man. 

 The annual SNOW DAY  begins at 9:30am on Saturday, December 14, 2019. One hundred thousand 
(100,000) pounds of artificial snow will be located between the Carousel and shelters 7 and 8. Free to 
children 10 and under and open to the public as long as the snow lasts. 

 Santa’s express mail center has new elf workers and new sound effects set to random scenes from 
Star Wars, Peanuts and other favorite classics.  

 In Santa’s Forest, children can color and decorate ornaments to hang on Christmas trees.  

 Santa, Rudolph, Frosty and the Grinch will make special appearances on Friday, Saturday and Sunday 
nights.  

 Children can also write a letter to Santa and mail it to him at our Elf Post Office.  

 Plum Street Snow balls will sell concessions nightly. 

 The Carousel will open Sunday through Thursday until 9:30pm and Friday and Saturday until 10:30pm 
at a cost of $1.00 per rider. The Carousel will close on Christmas Eve and Christmas Day. 

 Local schools and groups are scheduled to perform on stage during the stretch of the display and we 

will once again have Story time performances from our friends at the Jefferson 

Parish Library. 
 

Auto Repair Source.  For those of you who like to work on your own vehicles, Jefferson Parish Library has 
a very good resource for you.   It is the Auto Repair Source.  Designed for touch-enabled devices such as 
laptops and tablets, Auto Repair Source offers a user-friendly search experience and access to a wealth of 
information to help users diagnose, repair and maintain today's complex vehicles. Diagrams and images 
can be easily magnified and printed.  Just go to the Jefferson Parish Library Websites Databases.   

Grand Isle Public 

Library NEWS 

december 2019 

 

December, 2018 

 

HAPPY HOLIDAYS FROM THE GRAND ISLE LIBRARY STAFF.  We wish you joy 

and peace during this holiday season and throughout the coming year. 

 
Saturday Story Time and Crafts.  Mrs. Stanford will have story time and 

crafts @ 10:30, on Saturdays, December 7, 14, 21 and 28 for 

preschoolers.  Older children can “drop in” any time from 11:00 – 3:30. 
 
CHRISTMAS IN THE PARK .  This looks like a great family holiday 

outing. Friday, December 6 - Sunday, December 30, 2019.  
Lafreniere Park.  3000 Downs Boulevard, Metairie, LA 70003 
 
Lafreniere Park sparkles for the holidays with millions of twinkling 
lights and displays! Councilman Dominick F. Impastato, III, President 
Michael S. Yenni and the Patrons of Lafreniere Park will present 
CHRISTMAS IN THE PARK Friday, December 6, 2019. The ceremony 
begins at 5:45pm and the official lighting will be at 6:00pm.  
 

https://www.visitjeffersonparish.com/event/snow-day-in-lafreniere-park/894/
https://inspirationseek.com/wp-content/uploads/2015/11/Christmas-Tree-Clip-Art_02.png
https://www.visitjeffersonparish.com/listing/lafreniere-park/533/
https://www.visitjeffersonparish.com/listing/lafreniere-park/533/
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Beliefs 

We believe that all students can learn, make good choices, be kind and respectful, 

achieve academic and social success, and become productive citizens when provided a 

safe, caring, inviting, and supportive environment where proper behavior is modeled. 

 

Vision 

Grand Isle School's vision is to provide all students the education that they deserve 

so that they will be college and career ready, responsible, articulate, and engaged 

citizens who are critical thinkers, problem solvers, and lifetime learners.  

 

Mission 

Grand Isle School will facilitate learning that prepares all students to be socially,  

Emotionally, academically, and fiscally responsible in order to produce motivated and  

Compassionate citizens who can engage effectively in their college, careers, and  

Community. 

 

 

 


